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Goals:

e Timbre matching

¢ (Consistent resonance

e Least amount of movement between vowels

e Avoid
o a note sticking out due to pitch level &/or vowel choice
o thinness of tone
o tension in voice

Descriptions:
e All vowels inside the same “sleeve of sound”
¢ Vowel channel
e Sing through (narrow) goalposts
e “Protect” the sound

Techniques:
Expand up (and slightly back) when opening vowel
e Narrower and taller in ascent
Avoid overworking between vowels
o finger on chin
o fingers at corners (“goalposts”)
Color one vowel with another
*Vowel modification

Some “Standard” Modifications:

e [i] toward [I]

e [u] toward [U]

e “ay” toward [e] or [i]

e [a] toward [2] or [U]

e Tenors (and baritones/basses) — close vowels higher

e Basses — possibly open vowels at bottom of range
Other Tools:

e Breathe through the desired vowel shape
Energize / lengthen onset consonants
Put consonant inside the vowel channel
“O0” phrase process

Sing only vowel stream

Address vocal registration

¢ “Problem” note — back up a note or two?
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Exercises for Vowel Transitions
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Parts
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SOURCE: Novello Part-Song Book, octavo No. 894 (1902)



